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Excel-Based Reporting with Monarch Data Pump
A Datawatch BI Webcast
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Agenda
 Microsoft Excel for BI Reporting: The Great Debate

 For: No question, the ultimate BI reporting tool

 Against: Risk of “Spreadsheet Chaos” 

 Avoiding Spreadsheet Chaos by…

 Eliminating use of Excel (?)

 Eliminating the root causes of Spreadsheet Chaos (Better!)

 Introducing Monarch Data Pump

 Monarch Data Pump Success Stories

 Conclusions and comments; Next steps…
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The Great Debate: 
Microsoft Excel for BI Reporting

TOPIC: MICROSOFT EXCEL: PANACEA OR DISASTER?
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Excel for BI Reporting: YES

 “There are, at best, a few million copies of BI tools licensed 
worldwide, yet more than a third of these seats are shelfware.  In 
contrast, there are more than 200 million licensed copies of 
Microsoft Excel in active, constant use on a daily basis.”
 Source: Neil Raden, “Business Intelligence 2.0: Simpler, More Accessible, Inevitable,” 2/2007

 “(S)preadsheets are a permanent fixture in enterprises because no 
other analytical application outperforms them in flexibility, ease-of-
use and ubiquity.”
 Source:  Boris Evelson, “Ouch! Get Ready - Spreadsheets Are Here To Stay For Business Intelligence,” 

Forrester Research, 4/2007
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Excel for BI Reporting: NO

 The simplicity and flexibility of Excel can also be a significant 
disadvantage, if not addressed.

 Huge risk of “multiple versions of the truth” – multiple business users 
deriving different results from each other’s spreadsheets.

 “Excel Hell” (aka “Spreadsheet Chaos”): The proliferation of error-
prone, unmanaged Excel spreadsheets through an organization.
 Source: Tom Huduck, “Flexible Tools,” BI for Business People blog, B-Eye-Network
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Avoid Spreadsheet Chaos by 
Avoiding Excel…?

 Other BI tools tend to discourage the use of Excel. 

 A BI columnist once suggested having a big pizza party and 
announce the end of Excel use in favor of standard BI tools.

 I’ve often wondered what such a pizza party would look like…
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Avoid Spreadsheet Chaos by 
Avoiding Excel…?
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Avoid Spreadsheet Chaos by 
Avoiding Excel…?

 “Although spreadsheets introduce numerous management issues 
and risks into the business, both IT and the business must accept 
that eliminating spreadsheets is not a realistic - or even 
desirable - option.”

Source:  Boris Evelson, “Ouch! Get Ready - Spreadsheets Are Here To Stay For Business Intelligence,” 
Forrester Research, 4/2007
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Avoid Spreadsheet Chaos by 
Eliminating Root Causes…

 A much more realistic solution!

 Monarch Report Mining 
technology eliminates the risk of 
Spreadsheet Chaos:

 Uses trusted existing reports as 
primary source of data

 Reports mined, transformed into 
customized, actionable data

 No risk of “dirty data” from 
incorrect database queries or 
miskeyed data
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…While Adding New Business Value

 Enables programming-free 
transformation and 
customization of data…
 Custom summary data views with 

sub/grand totals, other calcs

 Calculated fields, external 
lookups, filters, sorts

 Gets at data that traditional BI 
solutions cannot access!

 No need for manual Excel work
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Monarch Data Pump

 Monarch Data Pump enables your organization to 
automatically acquire, customize and deliver data 
with no programming, at a fraction of the cost and 
time of complex alternative BI solutions. 
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Monarch Data Pump

 Monarch Data Pump uniquely integrates 
customized enterprise data with Microsoft Office, 
particularly Excel, again with no new database 
programming.  
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Break to Live Demo…
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 WorldVision International
 Global humanitarian organization operating in over 70 countries

 31,000 workers provide emergency & hunger relief, long-term 
development programs, agricultural assistance and training

Monarch Data Pump in Action…
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 WorldVision International
 Selected Monarch Data Pump to transform ERP financial 

reports into customized Excel-enabled global financial data, 
delivered automatically with no programming required

Monarch Data Pump in Action…

16



9

17

18

 WorldVision International
 “Our global field offices and partners now receive customized 

Excel financial reports and analysis on time”

 “Monarch Data Pump automatically tracks spend versus budget 
for our 5,000+ global projects and delivers summary and detail 
analysis to key stakeholders for review and action”

 “We are enjoying the huge benefits of faster and accurate 
reporting [including] have more time to analyze and review data, 
making financial management much more efficient, streamlined 
and transparent.”

– Larry Johnson, Finance Director & Rhoda Cruz, IT Specialist

WorldVision Global Financial Reporting Centre

Monarch Data Pump in Action…
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Monarch Data Pump

 Monarch Data Pump fully automates the report 
mining, creation and delivery of Excel-based data 
across your enterprise with no new database 
programming – avoiding “Spreadsheet Chaos”

 Transforms trusted, audited reports, that already 
have valid business rules, into live data

 Automatically creates customized views of your 
data for easy exporting to Excel and automated 
delivery


